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June 9, 1970 

Dr. Joshua Lederberg 
Stanford YJniversity 
Medical School 
Palo Alto, California 

Dear Dr. Lederberg: 

From the newspaper re:>orts I have read, I Eather that 
you are concerned about the need for more flmds for genetic 
research and, I assume, studv of the i--nnlications oF such 
research. 1.n case you are interested, it is >ossible that 
Congress will go into at least the latter or these iss:Jes, 

The 2ouse has just passed and has sent to the Senr7te 
a bill to create a join?- comG,ttee on the environment. 3ne 
of the comqittee's responsibilities wo111d be to stlxly and 
review (it would be a non-legislltive cornmittpe) "the char- 
nctc?r and extent of environmental and technological changes 
that may occur in the future and theireffect on copulation, 
comnunities and industries . . and to study methods of using 
all practica?>le means and measures, including financial and 
teclmical assi tance in a manner c'lculated to foster 
mo-te , create and ma&tain conditions under whkh man aAd 
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nature can exi.st in harmony, and fulfill the social, econonic, 
and other requirements of present and future gcnprations of 
Americans..." Admittedly there is no guarantrp that the 
com!?ittee will perceive its mandate in so Srbnd alight, hut 
it might. Representative Zteiger commented OF the cov-ittee's 
extremely broad mandate during the floor discussion. 

Another oossibilitv is I?te bill Con'ressTan qaddario 
is Qushirq to-establish-an Office of T,chnoloficql Fpsessment. 
'Jith some stretchin;; of the present concept of such an office 
I believe it would ie possi'lle to inc!.ude ti-?.c question of 
t!le societal imr~licntions of rsenetic ativances irl i+s ytlr77iPw. 

Sincerely yours, 

Office 02 Yepresentative 
I have been following these ~'illiam A. 9+eiser 
developments in the Congr. Rec., but 
would be pleased at any further documentation, hearing reports, etc. 

Actually, 1 mUCh more upset about whether there will be a reasonable 
level of genetic research than about the requirements 
which have been vastly inflated, outside the realm of 


